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Courts of Africa and Constantinople and the Bishop
of Granada said that they were not true Christians ;
for they still spoke Arabic, took frequent baths
according to the rites of Islam and their women were
still veiled* Another court of prelates, learned men
and Inquisitors was called. How could the speaking of
Arabic, bathing and the veil of women be considered
as innocent signs ? The Moriscoes tried to defend
themselves but in vain. They pleaded that fashion,
bathing, language, morals and dancing are all tradi-
tions which appertain to education and custom and
which have nothing to do with religious doctrines;
that to abandon the dress of their fathers was a diffi-
cult thing, that bathing was a hygienic necessity in
warm climate, that dancing was practised by all
nations, that the veiling of women was mere decency,
and that it was not easy for a people who spoke
Arabic since their cradle to study Castillian and de-
prive themselves suddenly from every means of under-
standing. But this simple logic did not convince the
authorities and the prelates of the saintly court. If
a Moorish woman appeared veiled her veil was torn ;
and if a Moriscoe spoke Arabic he was thrown into
prison. The government of Philip II did what was
worse ; it wrenched from the Moriscoes all their chil-
dren, male and female, and threw them into public
schools. Then the Moriscoes lost their patience and
sought refuge in revolt and despair ; they assembled
secretly in the vega and decided to revolt and defend
themselves against tyranny. They sent some of their
chiefs secretly to Africa while others went to the
mountains of Alpuxurras to propagate the idea and to
arrange the plans of the revolution. Unfortunately
some of the letters which they exchanged with the
kings of Africa were seized and they divulged the fact
that the governments of Africa had acceded to the im-
plored succour and to send troops and ammunitions to
the shores of Mertula and Almeria. The ports were